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Upon the arm of his relation Donols, walking with a step so
slow and melancholy, that he seemed to rest on his kinsman
and supporter, carne Louis Duke of Orleans, the first Prince
of the blood royal (afterwards King, by the name of Louis XII.),
and to whom the guards and attendants rendered their homage
as such. The jealously-watched object of Louis's suspicions,
this Prince, who, failing the King's offspring, was heir to the
kingdom, was not suffered to absent himself from Court,
and, while residing there, was alike denied employment and
countenance. The dejection which his degraded and almost
captive state naturally impressed on the deportment of this
unfortunate Prince, was at this moment greatly increased, by
his consciousness that the King meditated, with respect to
him, one of the most cruel and unjust actions which a tyrant
could commit, by compelling him to give his hand to the
Princess Joan of France, the younger daughter of Louis, to
whom he had been contracted in Infancy, but whose deformed
person rendered the insisting upon such an agreement an act
of abominable rigour.

The exterior of this unhappy Prince was in no respect dis-
tinguished by personal advantages; and in mind, he was of
i gentle, mild, and beneficent disposition, qualities which were
risible even through the veil of extreme dejection, with which
lis natural character was at present obscured. Quentin ob-
served that the Duke studiously avoided even looking at the
^oyal Guards, and when he returned their salute, that he kept
sis eyes bent on the ground, as if he feared the King's jealousy
night have construed that gesture of ordinary courtesy, as
rising from the purpose of establishing a separate and per-
onai interest among them.

Very different was the conduct of the proud Cardinal and
delate, John of Balue, the favourite minister of Louis for the
[me, whose rise and character bore as close a resemblance to
hat of Wolsey, as the difference betwixt the crafty and politic
jOmsy and the headlong and rash Henry VIII. of England,
rould permit. The former had raised his minister from
tie lowest rank, to the dignity, or at least to the emolu-
lents, of Grand Almoner of France, loaded him with bene-
ces, and obtained for him the hat of a cardinal; and
ithough he was too cautious to repose in the ambitious
lalue the unbounded power and trust which Henry placed
i Wolsey, yet he was more influenced by him than by any
ther of his avowed counsellors. The Cardinal, accordingly,